SIMPLE   BUR-REED, Sparganium simplex Huds.

385. Simple Bur-Reed, Sparganium simplex Huds. (X J);
perennial aquatic herb with erect stems; leaves erect and partly
out of the water, completely encircling the stem at the base and
with membranous
Margins in the lower
part, flattened upwards
but keeled below,
narrowly linear, bright
green and with about
3 longitudinal nerves on
each side of the midrib;
flowers unisexual,
crowded into globose
heads on a simple main
axis, the upper male
(A, X 0) and sessile, the
lower female (C, X 2)
and pedunculate, or
sometimes the peduncle
adriate to the axis (extra-
ancillary); male flowers
consisting of slender
stamens surrounded by
free yellowish-green
perianth-segments;
anthers (B, X 2) linear-
oblong, opening at the
side; female flowers of
a single long-beaked
carpel surrounded by
jagged scales, with 1
pendulous ovule (D, X 2)
(family Sparganiaceae).

This is a very ad-
vanced (highly evolved) kind of Monocotyledon, with the male t
and female flowers in separate heads, and a single pendulous
ovule in the solitary carpel of the female flower.

